Introduction 
Hello everyone, welcome to my presentation. For this discussion, I am set to make a presentation about an African country, Niger. Niger is a third-word country found in West Africa with a total population of about 23 million people. This presentation highlights on the essentials of the country including its political, social and economic features. This country is found between Libya, Chad, Mali and Nigeria. 
Country Background 
Niger is considered one of the world’s poorest countries. Niger is a landlocked sub-Saharan country whose economy is centered around subsistence agriculture and small-scale livestock keeping. Although Niger currently has a stable government, the country observably suffered austere military rule for much of its post-independence history. 
Pieces of evidence drawn from past historical archives indicate that for close to 33 years after gaining independence from its colonial master, France, Niger had failed to conduct any free and fair elections. The first free and open election was held in 1993, and was followed by revolutions from ethnic groups that felt they were not represented in the government. A peace accord held in 1995 ended the revolts from the Tuareg tribes who had labelled accusing fingers at the government for failing to deliver on the initial promised economic aid. 
Notably, the country has been stricken by a lot of military coups, instabilities and revolutions. Coups in 1996 and 1999 were significant due to the creation of the National Reconciliation Council that resulted in the transition to civilian government in 1999. Currently, it is essential to note that Niger is a semi-presidential republic with the president as the chief of state. The government is headed by the prime minister. The executive power of the government is shared between the president and the prime minister. The country has a single house of parliament, Assemblée Nationale that acts as the country’s sole legislative body. Even though the country seems to be stable currently, the political system is considerably weak with constant threats of insurgency, frequents droughts and unrelenting widespread poverty. 
Demographics 
Sitting on a land area of about 1.27 million sq km, Niger is home to about 23 million people. The major languages spoken by the country’s inhabitants include; French, Hausa, Songhai and Arabic. The country’s population growth rate stands at 3.8% annually. The Hausa constitutes the country’s largest ethnic grouping in the West African country (National Institute of Statistics of Niger). The country’s population density currently stands at 19 persons per kilometer square. The Hausa and Songhai are the leading ethnic groups in Niger occupying the arable southern regions of the country. The Fulani, the Tuaregs and the Arabs are nomadic pastoralists competing for the limited resources in the Northern regions of the country. Due to high poverty rates and low economic development, the life expectancy in Niger does not exceed 60 years for both sexes. The country experiences considerably high infant mortality rates. In terms of age distribution, the national statistics reveal that over 50.2% of the population in Niger are under the age of 15. Arguably, the country has one of the highest fertility rates in the world with every woman having an average of 7.6 children. Persons above the age of 50 make up only 3% of the total population. The Maradi region holds 20% of the total population, with much of the population concentrated in the country’s urban cities. 
Economic situation 
Arguably, the health and security crises in Niger have continued to threaten the economic wellbeing of the country. Between 2019 and 2020, the country’s economic growth fell from 5.9% to 0.8% in 2020 due to the pandemic and increased insurgency in the northern regions of the country. In terms of economy, the mining industry remains to be the main source of national exports. For instance, uranium is considered the country’s largest export and has continued to be the driver associated with the little economic growth in the country. Niger’s top imports are rice, medicine, cars, cement. The country engages in international trade with countries such as China, France, United Arab Emirates and India. 
Resources 
In Niger, the natural resources include uranium, coal, gold, iron ore and petroleum. It is important to note that the country has substantial reserves of oil. Despite having all these essential resources, Niger has remained to be one of the poorest countries in the world because of limited arable land, widespread illiteracy and agricultural vulnerability due to unpredicted climate patterns. Over the years, Niger has made significant improvements in some areas of its infrastructure such as water, and telecommunications. However, it is worth noting that the country still faces a number of challenges in its infrastructural development particularly in the water and sanitation sectors. 
Annual Infrastructural development requires close to 685 million dollars. However, the country only manages to provide 225 million dollars, consequently leaving a gap of over 460 million dollars. It is essential to note that about 80% of the country’s population still practice open defecation. Additionally, despite the heavy spending in infrastructural development, only 8% of the population are connected to the national electricity grid. Although much of the land in Niger is not arable, the increasing demand for food by the country’s population has resulted in rapid expansion of agricultural activities on the limited portion of arable land. Much of the agricultural activities are carried out in the fertile sandy soils of the valleys in the Tillaberi region. Because of the increasing population, it is noted that croplands are now encroaching on the traditional pastoral lands. The Zinder-Maradi region is a heavily cultivated area producing much of the locally consumed food in the country. It is essential to note that Niger River provides water for agricultural purposes particularly in the less productive areas where soils are believed not to be arable. Formerly protected areas such as forestlands have as well been placed under agricultural use. For instance, the Gallery forest is now heavily cultivated, a trend that continues to present a lot of concern besides decreasing soil stability and vegetation loss. 
Nutrition levels 
Since the beginning of 2010, the population of Niger has suffered acute food shortages. Observably, the developing situation has led to nutritional crisis that is particularly severe for children under the age of 5. Government statistics show that close to 4 million people in Niger are considered severely food insecure. This implies that they are unable to meet their daily minimum dietary requirements. The number of people living below the poverty line is high, with 65 per cent in rural areas and 55 per cent in urban areas. Niger ranks 101st out of 117 countries according to the 2019 Global Hunger Index with a GHI score of 30.2. similarly, according to a 2018 data by UNICEF, 15% of the children in Niger are acutely malnourished. The prevalence of hunger in Niger is quite alarming, an indication that a majority of the people do not have sufficient access to essential nutrients. Many Nigeriens have poor diets, including low dietary diversity and a high reliance on staple foods such as millet and sorghum. In understanding these statistics, it is important to note that the exceptionally challenging socioeconomic conditions in the country have made it difficult to access three square meals a day. Because of this, children and infants have continued to suffer diet-related ailments due to the consumption of below minimum acceptable diets. Admittedly, malnutrition is considered a major threat to the health and the physical development of young children. Evidence from the World Health Organization indicates that rampant micronutrient deficiencies in Niger has been considered a major cause of anemia for children under the age of 5. 
Food production 
Agriculture generates about 14% of the country’s GDP. Livestock keeping is the main form of agriculture in Niger supporting close to 30% of the population. Also, about 53% of the population are involved in active crop production. Although only 15% of the land is arable, a majority of the people engage in subsistence agriculture growing crops such as millet, sorghum and cassava. Because much of the land is not arable, irrigation has become an alternative for rain-fed agriculture. For instance, rice is grown under irrigation particularly for local consumption. Also, crops such as cowpeas and onions have been considered commercial exports from the country’s agricultural sector. 
Policies 
The government and the International community have engaged in several activities that particularly aim to increase the overall food production in the country. Some of the most essential policies put in place by the government include fostering broader access to markets, providing seasonal cash for work programs, distributing productive assets like seeds and tools. Lastly, to reduce the hunger levels in the country, the government has continually engaged in the distribution of daily packets of ready-to-use therapeutic food hat has been developed to treat child undernutrition. 
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